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ASA News  

 

October 2009 

Dear Colleagues 

Welcome to the October issue of the non-member version of ASA News. Highlights this month include results from 
a timely survey from ALPSP and an interesting report from STM.   

News from the ASA 

2010 Conference – Book now! 
The preliminary programme and booking for the 2010 ASA Conference is available from our website. Substantial 
discounts are available to librarians; we are also offering an early-bird discount for all other delegates. For more 
details, visit the ASA website. The ASA would like to thank the following organisations who have generously 
sponsored the 2010 ASA Conference:  Accucoms, CUP, EBSCO, Ex Libris, JISC Collections, Professional Engineering 
Publishing, Sage, Swets, Wiley-Blackwell. 

 
News from ASA Members 
EBSCO Australia Appoints New Regional Sales Manager 
(16/10/09) EBSCO Australia has announced the appointment of Julie Boyd-Reynolds as its new regional sales 
manager, based in the company's Melbourne office. Boyd-Reynolds, who recently returned from the UK, has 30 
years of industry experience, including the last 17 with EBSCO, both in the UK and Australia. In her new role, she is 
responsible for managing and growing the company's customer base in Victoria, South Australia, ACT and Tasmania. 
For more information contact Brian McDermott. 
 
Harrassowitz unveils its E-Stats for Libraries service 
Long-term ASA member Harrassowitz has announced the availability of its E-Stats for Libraries service, providing 
consolidated usage statistics from COUNTER-compliant online providers. This new service harvests usage statistics 
from publishers’ websites and consolidates them into a single COUNTER-style report adding acquisitions 
information, including cost, for each subscription managed by Harrassowitz. Cost data, both the base price and the 
amount invoiced, are also added, along with annotations indicating when a title has been ordered as part of a 
package or combination, giving the library the best possible picture of the cost per resource, even when the 
resource is part of a package or combination.  The consolidated report also helps libraries identify overlapping 
subscriptions that can occur when an organization subscribes to multiple packages. For more information contact 
Tina Feick. 
 
EBSCO reveals RapidRenewal service 
EBSCO and a number of library consortia are working together to help consortia members reduce the cost and 
burden of processing e-journal package renewals by using EBSCO’s  RapidRenewal® service, available via 
EBSCONET®. As libraries face the most dramatic budget conditions in history, they are often losing staff necessary 
to handle administrative tasks. EBSCO's RapidRenewal, an online tool for managing the renewal of licensed e-
journal collections, is designed to ease the administrative burdens associated with renewing e-journal packages. By 
partnering with consortia, EBSCO is able to provide an e-package renewal tool to more customers for managing 
contract data at a consortia level (see original Press Release). 

 

 

http://www.subscription-agents.org/conferences/asa-conference-2010
http://www.subscription-agents.org/bmcdermott@ebsco.com
mailto:tfeick@harrassowitz.de
http://www2.ebsco.com/en-us/NewsCenter/Pages/index.aspx
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Other Industry News & Announcements 

STM Event summarised on Scholarly Kitchen 
For those who were unable to attend this year’s STM Conference at the Frankfurt Bookfair, Michael Clarke has 
provided a useful summary on the SSP blog, The Scholarly Kitchen. Colleagues interested in disruptive technologies 
and the changing nature of scholarly communication will find both the summary and the discussion it has so far 
attracted, edifying. 
 
JISC Acquires Content Complete 
JISC Collections, the organisation which manages the acquisition and provision of digital resources for universities 
and colleges in the UK, has reached an agreement to acquire Oxfordshire-based Content Complete Ltd. 
Content Complete has been JISC Collections’ negotiation agent for NESLi2, the UK’s online journal initiative for the 
higher education and research communities, for the last six years. The company has also worked very closely with 
JISC Collections on a range of projects and activities in this area including archiving, usage data, online journal 
business models and, more recently, e-textbooks (see original Press Release). 
 
ALPSP Survey on library purchasing 
The Association of Learning and Professional Society Publishing (ALPSP) has released a survey of library purchasing 
habits entitled: Responding to the credit crunch - what now for librarians and libraries? Amongst other findings the 
survey reveals that the average number of journals being made available by the libraries surveyed more than 
doubled between 2000 and 2009.  However, librarians are predicting that they will provide access to around the 
same number of journals in 2010 as they did in 2009, with more journals purchased as part of 'big deals' and fewer 
as single subscriptions. Key findings plus the full report as a PDF (free to ALPSP members; fee for non-members) are 
available from the ALPSP website 

 
Project  Transfer News 
The Transfer project, an initiative of UKSG, is pleased to announce a new email list and blog for announcements 
about journal transfers between publishers. Interested parties can join the discussion list to receive and post 
information about transfers. List membership is not limited to those publishers who have publicly announced 
Transfer endorsement, although all publishers are encouraged to  sign up to the code. Announcements on the list 
will also be syndicated to http://uksg-transfer.blogspot.com More information about post etiquette for both the 
discussion list and the blog can be found here; for general information about the Transfer project click here.  
 
JISC reports on the Impact of the Economic Downturn 
The UK’s Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC), Society of College, National and University Libraries (SCONUL) 
and Universities and Colleges Information Systems Association (UCISA) have released a report on the impact of the 
economic recession on university library and IT services which contains the findings of 40 interviews carried out in 
36 universities across the UK (full details here). 

 
News from STM 

The International Association of Scientific, Technical, and Medical Publishers (STM) has published, ‘The STM Report: 
An overview of scientific and scholarly journal publishing’, a follow-up to the 2006 report, ‘Scientific publishing in 
transition: an overview of current developments’.  A follow up to the 2006 report, 'Scientific publishing in transition: 
an overview of current developments,' 'The STM Report' collected the available evidence and provides a 
comprehensive picture of the trends and currents in scholarly communication. The full report is available from the 
STM website (those with more limited time can get the highlights fro the Press Release).  

 
News from UKSG 

The UKSG is running a seminar entitled Let’s Not Waste A Crisis on 18
th

 November 2009 in London. This one-day 
seminar will discuss library budget cuts and the opportunities for innovation provided by the extremely challenging 
financial situation (full details & booking). 
 

Key Meetings 

 Charleston Conference 2009 
4-7 November 2009, Charleston, South Carolina (details) 
 

 London Online 2009 
1-3 December, Olympia Grand Hall, London (details) 

http://www.linkedin.com/news?viewArticle=&articleID=77808823&gid=65026&articleURL=http%3A%2F%2Fscholarlykitchen.sspnet.org%2F2009%2F10%2F15%2Fthe-2009-stm-frankfurt-conference%2F&urlhash=w0-x&trk=news_discuss
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/news/stories/2009/10/jisccollections.aspx
http://www.alpsp.org/ngen_public/article.asp?aid=112716
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/TRANSFER
http://uksg-transfer.blogspot.com/
http://www.uksg.org/transfer/notifications
http://www.uksg.org/transfer
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/publications/documents/libsitimpacts.aspx
http://www.stm-assoc.org/
http://www.stmassoc.org/news.php?id=255
http://www.stmassoc.org/news.php?id=255
http://www.uksg.org/event/CRISIS181109
http://www.katina.info/conference/
http://www.online-information.co.uk/index.html
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 ASA Conference 2010 

22
nd

-23
rd

 February, Royal College of Nursing, London (details) 
 

 UKSG 2010 
12th-14th April, Edinburgh International Conference Centre, Edinburgh, UK (details) 

 
Training/ Continuous Professional Development 

ALPSP 
ALPSP have announced a series of one day workshops scheduled for November 2009 which offer targeted, cost-
effective training to equip today's publishers for tomorrow's challenges. Courses include: The Journal Editorial 
Office; Understanding Journal Metrics; Licensing Digital Content, and Project Management in Publishing.  For full 
details visit the ALPSP training website or contact Isabel Czech (Isabel.czech@alpsp.org). 
 
UKSG 
The UKSG offers a wide range of educational events focusing on various electronic media now available and the 
challenges and issues relating to managing these. Courses are offered at different levels and include exchange-of-
ideas seminars, morning meetings and an extensive and affordable programme of courses and workshops (full 
details). 
 
 
As always, please get in touch if you have items you would like included in a future edition of ASA News.  
Best wishes 
 
Sarah 

-- 

Sarah Durrant 
Secretary General, ASA 
 

Office: +44 (0)1728 633196 
Mobile +44 (0)7715 121910 
Email: sarah@redsage.org 

mailto:http://www.subscription-agents.org/conferences/asa-conference-2010
http://www.uksg.org/event/conference10
http://www.alpsp-training.org/
mailto:isabel.czech@alpsp.org
http://www.uksg.org/events
http://www.uksg.org/events
http://www.uksg.org/events
mailto:sarah@redsage.org

